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Housing Benefit is changing from 1
January 2012 for single people
aged 25 to 34 who rent from a
private landlord.

How the changes will affect
you

The Government is making
changes to the way Housing
Benefit is calculated for those who
are single and aged 25 to 34 and
rent from a private landlord.

What will the changes
mean?

From 1 January 2012 single people
aged from 25 to 34 will only be
entitted to the Housing Benefit
shared accommodation rate. By
single people we mean someone
who is not living:

* asacouple
» with dependent children

*  With a family member (who is
not a joint tenant)

The shared accommodation rate is
based on the level of local rents for
properties that are not self
contained. This usually means that
there is a shared:

» kitchen
e bathroom
* toilet; or

* living room

If you already get Housing Benefit
at the one bedroom rate your

Housing Benefit may go down
when you move to the shared
accommodation rate.

If your Housing Benefit is paid
directly to vyour landlord, the
amount your landlord gets for your
rent could go down.

If you are getting, or thinking of
claiming Housing Benefit, you need
to consider this change before you
renew or make a new tenancy
agreement with a private landlord.

Who will the changes affect?

These changes will affect you if
you:

¢ rent accommodation from a
private landlord

» already get Housing Benefit,
or are going to make a new
claim

e are single

* do not normally have children
living with you

» are under 35 years old

» live in a self contained
property

These changes will not affect you

if you:

* rent from a local authority or
housing association.

e are aged under 22 and have
been in care.

* live in supported housing
provided by a housing



association, registered charity,
voluntary organisation or a
county council (in England).

» get the severe disability
premium in your benefit
because you are entitled to the
middle or higher rate care
component of the Disability
Living Allowance.

* need an extra bedroom for a
carer who provides you with
the overnight care you need
but who doesn’t normally live
with you.

* have spent at least three
months in a homeless hostel
or hostel specialising in
rehabilitating and resettling
within the community. To
benefit from this exemption
you need to have been offered
and accepted support services
to enable you to be
rehabilitated or resettled in the
community.

* are managed under active
multi-agency management
under the Multi Agency Public
Protection Arrangements.

When will the changes affect
me?

If you are already getting Housing
Benefit you will have been told of
the changes to the Local Housing
Allowance rates from April 2011.
You will have been given nine
months protection from these
changes. You will not be affected
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by the change to the shared
accommodation rate until the nine
months has ended.

The nine months start from when
your local authority carries out your
first Housing Benefit yearly
assessment after 1 April 2011. For
example, if your yearly review was
in June 2011 the change to the
shared accommodation rate will
not affect you until March 2012
(nine months later).

If you make a new claim for
Housing Benefit before 1 January
2012, the change will affect you
from your next yearly review. This
will also happen if your Housing
Benefit is not worked out using the
Local Housing Allowance
arrangements because you have
been claiming Housing Benefit
from before April 2008.

If you live in a privately rented
home and make a new claim for
Housing Benefit from 1 January
2012, the change will affect you
straightaway.

Shared accommodation
rates
You can find out your local shared

accommodation rate using the
website below. You can also

compare the shared
accommodation rate with the one
bedroom rate: https://Iha-

direct.voa.gov.uk/search.aspx
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Where to get more
information?

If you want to know more about the
changes and how they affect you:

* visit www.direct.gov.uk

* phone the Benefits Team on
01539 797757

* visit the Benefits Team at
South Lakeland House,
Kendal

¢ email the Benefits Team at
benefits@southlakeland.gov.uk

+ visit one of the council’s
offices, they may not be able
to give detailed advice but
they will be able to contact the
Benefits Team for you if they
are unable answer your query

If you would like a copy of this
documenl in anolher [ormal
such as large print, Braille, audio
or in a dillerenl language,
please call 0845 050 4434 or
email customer.services@

southlakeland.gov.uk I

South Lakeland House
Lowther Street, Kendal

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday &
Friday 8.45am-5.00pm
Wednesday 10am-5.00pm

The Town Hall
Queen Street, Ulverston
Monday-Friday 8.45am-5.00pm

Langstone House

Broad Street, Windermere
Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am-
12.30pm & 1.30pm-4.30pm

Ambleside Library
Kelsick Road, Ambleside
Wednesday 10.00am-10.00pm

If you would like a copy of this
leaflet in large print or any other
format, please contact the council.

This leaflet is only a guide and does not cover every circumstance. We have done our best to make sure
the leaflet is correct as at December 2011. Some of the information may be oversimplified or may become
inaccurate over time, for example because of changes to the law.

December 2011
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