South Lakeland signs up to Save Our Villages campaign

22 November 2011

South Lakeland District Council has signed up to the Save Our Villages campaign in a bid to stop local families and young people being priced out of the countryside. 

It is the latest Cumbrian local authority to back the National Housing Federation’s three point action plan aimed at getting more affordable housing built in rural areas of the country. 

The National Housing Federation, which represents housing associations across England, has praised South Lakeland District Council and is now urging more local authorities to get involved. The campaign is already backed by more than 40 local authorities across the country, including Allerdale Borough Council and Eden District Council in Cumbria.

The average house price in South Lakeland is £240,467 – more than 12.8 times the average local salary. This means the vast majority of people have virtually no hope of ever being able to afford a home in their local area. 

Monica Burns, lead manager for Cumbria for the National Housing Federation, said: ‘Families who have lived in the beautiful rural landscape of Cumbria for generations are being priced out by soaring property prices and a lack of affordable housing. Housing in rural areas is more expensive than in cities and towns, and often way beyond the means of many local residents.

‘I welcome the news that South Lakeland District Council has joined the Save Our Villages campaign and urge other local authorities to take part to help halt the decline of rural Britain.’

The news comes after a poll revealed the scale of the rural housing crisis facing the North West – and the concerns of people living in the countryside over high house prices, service closures and second homes.

The ICM survey also revealed that 70% of rural dwellers in the North West thought there was a shortage of affordable homes for local people in their village, with 70% saying they would support a small number of affordable homes being built for local people in their local area.

39% of rural dwellers in the region said key services like village shops, post offices and pubs have declined over the last five years – fuelling fears that traditional village life is now in terminal decline.

The Federation, which represents England’s housing associations, said the results of the poll reflected growing fears that many rural communities were now in terminal decline and called for more affordable homes to be built for young people.

Councillor Peter Thornton, South Lakeland District Council’s portfolio holder for Housing and Development, added: ‘The lack of affordable housing in our villages is an urgent problem that will drastically alter the mix of our communities unless we begin to develop policies and plans to address the issue. 

‘We need more housing in our villages, but we need the right housing in the right places. We are encouraging our villages to prepare neighbourhood plans, in order that we can put the local residents in charge of the future of their community.’
Go to http://www.housing.org.uk/campaigns/save_our_villages.aspx for more information on the National Housing Federation’s Save Our Villages campaign.

For more information or to interview Monica Burns contact communications officer Anne Arnold on 0161 873 9445 or anne.arnold@housing.org.uk


